September 17, 2007

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as much as we recognize
what has happened and is developing
there in Indonesia, especially in this
province of Aceh where great democra-
tization or, I suppose, having a better
relationship with the central govern-
ment in Jakarta, there are a couple of
things I want to share with my col-
league.

That is not all. Indonesia happens to
be the fourth most populous country in
the world. Indonesia also is the largest,
most populous Muslim country in the
world, with some 223 million people
there. And they are Sunni Muslims. I
want to share that with my colleagues
as a point of interest.

I think it was just last week that, if
the media reports are accurate, Indo-
nesia also just recently signed a $1 bil-
lion arms trade agreement with Russia.
That is a real twist there in terms of
what is happening in the Asia-Pacific
region and why this country ought not
be neglected in terms of our interest
and what we should be doing to work
closely with the leaders of Indonesia or
Jakarta, for that matter.

Indonesia is going through transition
and some very serious problems. I indi-
cated earlier about the serious prob-
lems it had had with the province of
West Papua. West Papua is part of In-
donesia. It was a former colony of the
Dutch. Then the dictator, Suharto, by
use of military force colonized West
Papua again, if you want to put it in
those terms.

The largest gold mining operation in
the world happens to be in West Papua
in this province in Indonesia. It is tre-
mendously rich in terms of minerals
and oil and all these things that are
part of this country.

As much as I want to express that
sense of hope that the resolution to
some 30 years of war, this revolt be-
tween the people of Aceh and Indo-
nesia, I just want to express a sense of
concern to my colleagues that the situ-
ation in West Papua is still not clear,
and I sincerely hope in the coming
weeks and months that President
Susilo Yudhoyono will be more forth-
coming in terms of the commitment
that he has made.

I want to thank the Government of
Indonesia for allocating some $2 bil-
lion, hopefully, finally, after some 50 or
60 years of not even giving the time of
day for the needs of the people of West
Papua, some $2 billion to build an in-
frastructure, to provide better schools,
better roads, better hospitals. I sin-
cerely hope that President SBY will
follow through with this commitment
concerning the province of West Papua.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 238.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CALLING ON GOVERNMENT OF
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
TO RELEASE CERTAIN PRIS-
ONERS AND END SUPPRESSION
OF UYGHUR PEOPLE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 497) express-
ing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the Government of
the People’s Republic of China should
immediately release from custody the
children of Rebiya Kadeer and Cana-
dian citizen Huseyin Celil and should
refrain from further engaging in acts of
cultural, linguistic, and religious sup-
pression directed against the Uyghur
people, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 497

Whereas the protection of the human
rights of minority groups is consistent with
the actions of a responsible stakeholder in
the international community and with the
role of a host of a major international event
such as the Olympic Games;

Whereas recent actions taken against the
Uyghur minority by authorities in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and, specifically, by
local officials in the Xinjiang Uyghur Auton-
omous Region, have included major viola-
tions of human rights and acts of cultural
suppression;

Whereas the authorities of the People’s Re-
public of China have manipulated the stra-
tegic objectives of the international war on
terror to increase their cultural and reli-
gious oppression of the Muslim population
residing in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region;

Whereas an official campaign to encourage
Han Chinese migration into the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region has resulted in
the Uyghur population becoming a minority
in their traditional homeland and has placed
immense pressure on those who are seeking
to preserve the linguistic, cultural, and reli-
gious traditions of the Uyghur people;

Whereas the House of Representatives has
a particular interest in the fate of Uyghur
human rights leader Rebiya Kadeer, a Nobel
Peace Prize nominee, and her family as Ms.
Kadeer was first arrested in August 1999
while she was en route to meet with a dele-
gation from the Congressional Research
Service and was held in prison on spurious
charges until her release and exile to the
United States in the spring of 2005;

Whereas upon her release, Ms. Kadeer was
warned by her Chinese jailors not to advo-
cate for human rights in Xinjiang and
throughout China while in the United States
or elsewhere, and was reminded that she had
several family members residing in the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region;

Whereas while residing in the TUnited
States, Ms. Kadeer founded the International
Uyghur Human Rights and Democracy Foun-
dation and was elected President of the
Uyghur American Association and President
of the World Uyghur Congress in Munich,
Germany;
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Whereas two of Ms. Kadeer’s sons were de-
tained and beaten and one of her daughters
was placed under house arrest in June 2006;

Whereas President George W. Bush recog-
nized the importance of Ms. Kadeer’s human
rights work in a June 5, 2007, speech in
Prague, Czech Republic, when he stated:
‘“Another dissident I will meet here is
Rebiyah Kadeer of China, whose sons have
been jailed in what we believe is an act of re-
taliation for her human rights activities.
The talent of men and women like Rebiyah
is the greatest resource of their nations, far
more valuable than the weapons of their
army or their oil under the ground.”’;

Whereas Kahar Abdureyim, Ms. Kadeer’s
eldest son, was fined $12,500 for tax evasion
and another son, Alim Abdureyim, was sen-
tenced to seven years in prison and fined
$62,500 for tax evasion in a blatant attempt
by local authorities to take control of the
Kadeer family’s remaining business assets in
the People’s Republic of China;

Whereas another of Ms. Kadeer’s sons,
Ablikim Abdureyim, was beaten by local po-
lice to the point of requiring medical atten-
tion in June 2006 and has been subjected to
continued physical abuse and torture while
being held incommunicado in custody since
that time;

Whereas Ablikim Abdureyim was also con-
victed by a kangaroo court on April 17, 2007,
for ‘‘instigating and engaging in seces-
sionist’ activities and was sentenced to nine
years of imprisonment, this trial being held
in secrecy and Mr. Abdureyim reportedly
being denied the right to legal representa-
tion;

Whereas two days later, on April 19, 2007,
another court in Urumqi, the capital of
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, sen-
tenced Canadian citizen Huseyin Celil to life
in prison for ‘“‘splittism’ and also for ‘‘being
party to a terrorist organization’ after hav-
ing successfully sought his extradition from
Uzbekistan where he was visiting relatives;

Whereas Chinese authorities have contin-
ued to refuse to recognize Mr. Celil’s Cana-
dian citizenship, although he was naturalized
in 2005, denied Canadian diplomats access to
the courtroom when Mr. Celil was sentenced,
and have refused to grant consular access to
Mr. Celil in prison;

Whereas a Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson publicly warned Canada ‘‘not
to interfere in China’s domestic affairs”
after Mr. Celil’s sentencing; and

Whereas Mr. Celil’s case was a major topic
of conversation in a recent Beijing meeting
between the Canadian and Chinese Foreign
Ministers: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that the Government of
the People’s Republic of China—

(1) should recognize, and seek to ensure,
the linguistic, cultural, and religious rights
of the Uyghur people of the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region;

(2) should immediately release the children
of Rebiya Kadeer from both incarceration
and house arrest and cease harassment and
intimidation of the Kadeer family members;
and

(3) should immediately release Canadian
citizen Huseyin Celil and allow him to rejoin
his family in Canada.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
497.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from America Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, and I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to first thank
again my colleague from New Jersey
for his participation in managing the
other side of the aisle on this proposed
legislation. I thank the chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Committee, the
gentleman from California, Mr. ToMm
LANTOS, for his leadership and for his
support of this legislation. Especially I
want to thank my good friend and col-
league, the distinguished senior rank-
ing member, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for her
authorship of this human rights resolu-
tion.

With passage of this measure, Con-
gress will shine its spotlight on the
brutal suppression of the Muslim
Uyghur people by the Chinese Govern-
ment, and the despicable retaliatory
actions of the Chinese Government
against the leading Uyghur human
rights voice, Rebiya Kadeer.

Similar to the Tibetans, the Turkic
Muslim Uyghur have long sought to
protect their cultural survival in the
face of the Chinese Government-sup-
ported migration of the Han Chinese to
the Uyghur homeland. Chinese authori-
ties severely restrict economic and
educational freedoms for the Uyghurs,
regularly destroying books and closing
places of worship.

Most trials of Uyghur prisoners are
held in secret and many political pris-
oners are routinely executed without
the knowledge of their families. Thou-
sands of Uyghur political prisoners are
held without charge or even trial and
are routinely abused or tortured.

Mr. Speaker, the People’s Republic of
China continues to brutally suppress
even the slightest attempts of peaceful
political, religious and cultural expres-
sion of the Uyghurs in the Xinjiang
Province. After the attacks in the U.S.
on September 11, the People’s Republic
of China has used the pretext of the
war on terrorism to justify these se-
vere human rights violations in
Xinjiang and routinely Ilabels the
Uyghurs as terrorists and as splitists.

When the Uyghur people found their
human rights voice in Rebiya Kadeer,
the Chinese Government immediately
moved against her and sentenced her to
8 years in prison. They arrested her
while she was on her way to meet rep-
resentatives of our Congressional Re-
search Service.

After international lobbying efforts,
the Chinese Government finally re-
leased her from prison. They told her
that her children would pay a steep
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price if she continued to lobby for
human rights in Xinjiang.

When you carry the hopes and
dreams of your entire people on your
shoulders, it is impossible to be quiet
in the face of such brutal oppression.
Upon arriving in the United States,
Rebiya continued her human rights
work through the International Human
Rights and Democracy Foundation and
as president of the Uyghur American
Association and the World Uyghur Con-
gress in Munich, Germany.

Mr. Speaker, the Chinese Govern-
ment held to their word and arrested
her sons in Xinjiang. Her daughter was
placed under house arrest. Using the
pretext of a tax investigation to strip
the family of all the remaining posses-
sions and business interests, one son
was fined $12,500 for tax evasion. An-
other was sentenced to 7 years in pris-
on and fined $62,500. Yet another was
sentenced to 9 years in prison on April
17, 2007, for secessionism.

The Ros-Lehtinen resolution before
us, Mr. Speaker, also raises the human
rights of Uyghur Canadian Huseyin
Celil. He was recently convicted by a
Chinese court to life imprisonment on
bogus charges. The Canadian Govern-
ment has been denied access to him
throughout his trial.

The blatant refusal to accept even
the most basic norms of diplomatic
conduct and refusing Canadian em-
bassy officials to visit Mr. Celil not
only flies in the face of long-estab-
lished diplomatic norms and standards,
but it is a flagrant violation of Mr.
Celil’s internationally recognized
human rights.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
join me in supporting this resolution
and in sending the Chinese Government
a strong message that it needs to re-
spect the minority rights of the
Uyghur people, that it needs to imme-
diately release the children of Rebiya
Kadeer and cease all harassment of her
family members, and set free Mr. Celil
so he can return to Canada to be re-
united with his family.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in very strong
support of this resolution offered by
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN that asks the Chi-
nese Government to recognize the
rights of the Uyghur people and to free
the children of Rebiya Kadeer, an ex-
traordinary human rights activist and
Uyghur spokeswoman.

At turning points in history, Mr.
Speaker, of oppressed peoples, one hon-
est and courageous man or woman
often comes to represent the entire
people in the eyes of the world. In the
United States, on matters related to
civil rights, it was the Reverend Mar-
tin Luther King. In Burma, it is Aung
San Suu Kyi. In India, it was Gandhi.
For Chinese Catholics, it was Cardinal
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Kung. In Poland, it was Lech Walesa
and John Paul II. For Tibetans, it is
his Holiness, the Dalai Lama.

For the Uyghur people, deprived of
their religious freedom, robbed of their
cultural and linguistic rights and
marginalized in their own homeland by
the government-organized Han Chinese
migration, it is Rebiya Kadeer.

For years, Ms. Kadeer was a voice
crying in the wilderness, asking the se-
rial human rights abusers in Beijing to
recognize the rights of the Uyghur peo-
ple. In 1999, the Chinese Government
imprisoned her. In 2005, it released her
into exile into the United States, warn-
ing her not to advocate for her people.
Her husband and several children were
already in exile here. Others remained
behind. In 2000, while she was in prison,
one of her daughters testified at a
human rights hearing that I chaired on
the Uyghurs, and she was very powerful
in her statement on behalf of her mom.

Even though some of her children
still lived in China, this incredibly
brave woman established a Uyghur
human rights foundation. Now she has
become the quintessential symbol of
Uyghur aspirations and hopes. She is a
recognized leader in the Uyghur exile
and human rights communities, a
Nobel Peace Prize nominee, and a
friend of President Bush after their
meeting in Prague this past summer.

Mr. Speaker, we all want Beijing to
act like a responsible stakeholder in
the world. I make no secret of my con-
viction that Beijing has a very long
way to go. The list of serious human
rights abuses committed by the Chi-
nese Government is long. It includes
the persuasive systematic exploitation
of women and the murder of their chil-
dren through forced abortion as part of
its coercive one-child-per-couple pol-
icy. Against the Uyghurs, it is used as
a means of genocide, of trying to de-
stroy an entire race and ethnic group
of people because of their ethnicity.
The imprisonment of democratic dis-
sidents and religious believers remains
a serious and pervasive problem in the
PRC, as does the marginalization of
the Tibetans in their homeland on the
roof of the world.

The extensive use of torture has been
documented time and time again.
Manfred Nowak, the Special
Rapporteur for the United Nations,
went to China and came back, and his
report is literally an indictment. If you
are arrested, if a Han Chinese, a
Uyghur or anyone is arrested, the way
they get a conviction is they torture
you. Eventually you sign on the bot-
tom line and you admit your so-called
crimes. They have also forcibly repa-
triated North Korean refugees. Again,
there is abuse after abuse after abuse,
and the Uyghurs are at the brunt of it.

The oppression of the Uyghurs in
their homeland along the Silk Road
must be included, Mr. Speaker, on any
list of Chinese Government’s most seri-
ous abuses. In the United States, Ms.
Kadeer has ensured that the world does
not forget the oppression of the Uyghur
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people, and the Chinese Government
has retaliated now, as they have in the
past, by harassing her children who
live in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region by placing them under
house arrest, by incarcerating them
and by beating them.

Today, Mr. Speaker, the House of
Representatives, both Republicans and
Democrats alike, ask that Beijing end
this campaign of retaliation against
the Kadeer family. We join the voice of
those who care for those kids, an an-

guished mother who cries, ‘‘let my
children go.”
] 15645
We also ask that Beijing imme-

diately release Hussein Celil, an ethnic
Uyghur who is a citizen of Canada, so
he can rejoin his family living in that
country.

Finally, in the darkness of the polit-
ical oppression of the Uyghur people,
Rebiya Kadeer stands out as a beacon
of light and hope. Let us honor her and
her family and her work by enthu-
siastically supporting this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I want to commend and thank my good
friend from New Jersey. I call him the
champion of human rights all over the
world. Wherever there is violation of
human rights, he is there; and I com-
mend him for his efforts all these years
that I have been privileged to work
closely with him on these issues.

Mr. Speaker, I recall years ago Mr.
Mandela was accused by a former
Prime Minister of Great Britain as
being a terrorist. Of course, having
served in prison for 29 years, all he was
trying to say was that something was
wrong in South Africa. They call it
apartheid. If that isn’t a human rights
violation, I don’t know what is.

But the fact that these two people,
the lady and her children and this Ca-
nadian citizen, whether it is 2 or 3 or 3
million, our government and this Con-
gress should give every attention as far
as to the needs of those people as far as
human rights violations are concerned.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 497,
expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China should immediately re-
lease from custody the children of Rebiya
Kadeer and Canadian citizen Huseyin Celil
and should refrain from further engaging in
acts of cultural, linguistic, and religious sup-
pression directed against the Uyghur people,
and for other purposes. | want to congratulate
my good friend and colleague, the distin-
guished ranking member of this Committee,
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for this important human
rights resolution. It is the responsibility of the
Congress to remind the government of the
People’s Republic of China of their obligations
to live up to international standards to protect
ethnic cultural identities and minority rights.

Mr. Speaker, not only does the People’s Re-
public of China systemically abuse the basic
human rights of its minority citizens, but its re-
pressive tactics extend to the members of po-
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litically active human rights advocates’ fami-
lies. Furthermore, the government has manip-
ulated the international war on terrorism to jus-
tify its repressive treatment of the Muslim pop-
ulation living in Xinjiang, as well as encour-
aging Chinese migration into the region in an
attempt to purify the region of its traditional
Uyghur occupants.

It is extremely important that the United
States hold the government of the People’s
Republic of China responsible to international
standards regarding political as well as basic
human rights. The government brutally sup-
presses even the slightest attempts of peace-
ful political, religious, and cultural expression
of Uyghurs in Xinjiang. As a member of Con-
gress, | feel particularly responsible to Uyghur
human rights activist Rebiya Kadeer, who was
arrested while she was on her way to meet
representatives of our Congressional Re-
search Service. While she was released from
prison following international lobbying efforts,
deemed a prisoner of consciousness by Am-
nesty International, upon resumption of her
human rights advocacy abroad, her sons in
Xinjiang were arrested and remain imprisoned
to this day.

This resolution also raises the human rights
issues of Huseyin Cecil, a Uyghur Canadian
who was recently convicted in a kangaroo
court to life imprisonment on “bogus” charges.
The Canadian government and Embassy Offi-
cials have been refused access to their citizen
throughout the process, and the Chinese gov-
ernment has blatantly refused to accept even
the most basic norms of diplomatic conduct.

By supporting this resolution, the United
States will alert the Chinese government that
it must respect the minority rights of the
Uyghur people as well as the rights of human
rights advocates. The resolution requires the
immediate release of the children of Rebiya
Kadeer as well as Mr. Cecil so that they might
all return to their families.

| strongly urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this important resolution.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 497.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MALAYSIA’'S INDE-
PENDENCE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 518) recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary of Malay-
sia’s independence, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 518

Whereas Malaysia is a multi-religious and
multi-racial democracy in Southeast Asia
that is important to the United States’ stra-
tegic interests;
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Whereas Malaysia is one of the United
States’ key allies in efforts to combat inter-
national terrorism, and it condemns all ter-
rorism, regardless of its cause or objectives;

Whereas the Prime Minister of Malaysia,
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, has
condemned those seeking to incite race and
religious hatred, including anti-Semitism;

Whereas Malaysia has taken a leading re-
gional role in counter-terrorism and counter-
narcotics in Southeast Asia, through intel-
ligence sharing, close cooperation in law en-
forcement, participation in joint exercises
and training, and other cooperative efforts
with its mneighboring countries and the
United States;

Whereas Malaysia is the United States’
10th largest trading partner, and the two
countries have signed a Trade and Invest-
ment Framework Agreement;

Whereas Malaysia has consistently been a
favored destination of American investment
due to its competitive advantages, including
good infrastructure, a highly-trained, edu-
cated, and multilingual workforce, and a
business-friendly government;

Whereas the Malaysian Constitution guar-
antees gender equality, and the many accom-
plishments of Malaysian women evidence
Malaysia’s commitment to the advancement
of women'’s social, economic, and legal sta-
tus;

Whereas Malaysia was ruled by the United
Kingdom until 1957;

Whereas Malaysia gained independence
from the United Kingdom on August 31, 1957;
and

Whereas August 31, 2007, is the 50th anni-
versary of Malaysia’s independence, as well
as the United States-Malaysia relationship:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the 50th anniversary of Ma-
laysia’s independence;

(2) expresses congratulations to Malaysia
on reaching this national milestone; and

(3) expresses its support for an ongoing
strong bilateral relationship between the
United States and Malaysia and the contin-
ued cooperation of the two countries in such
important areas as counter-terrorism,
counter-narcotics, and trade.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this resolution and thank the leader-
ship of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS) and the senior ranking
member, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for their
support in bringing this legislation be-
fore the floor.
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